Wagners Play Colorful
Role In Local History

Early Real Estate Transactions

Make Interesting Co

mparisons

(THhis is the first in a series of grticles tracing the colorful

history of the great Southwest.)

Wild mustard fields stretched for n'iiles in ever

di-

rection from Vermont and Manchester in the late 1800°s.
It was then that Michael Wagner, a native of Germany,
came into the Southwest and purchased a plot of land for

8000, ®

The land, now bounded by
Eighty-third street, Manchester,
Vermont, and Normandie ave-
nues, was valued in 1927 at 32,
500,000,

The agreement worked out for|
its purchase is an interesting
document: "“Received of Michael
Wagner $300, gold coin of the
U.S.A, ag part purchase money
which said land I this day sold
to said Wagner for $8000. Said
purchase price to be paid as fol
lows:

1700 paid on or about Seplem-
ber 1, 1892 , . , that is, $1300 cash
and $400 barley at §1 per 100,
pounds, to be delivered at any
time after this dale and balang¢e
to be paid the Security Savings
Bank and Trust company of Los
Angeles on or before January ).

1893, without interest, Interest on

gaid balance of $6000 at the rate|
of 9% per cent lo be paid L. ¥.{
uinby. Deed and title to be given
upon full payment of first 2000
and possession to be given on or
before November 1, 1892, Title
to prove good and clear, if not,
then deposit 1o be refunded.”
Wagner lived at Normandie
and Manchesler avenues with his
family of three sons and two
daughters, the owner of severul
hundreds of acres of land.
When his son, John, married
Anna M. Herberger in 1889, he
gave Lhe young couple 80 acres
near Crenshaw boulevard and 10
acres at the southeast corner of
Weslern and Manchester. Later
on, John bought 160 mo¥e acles
near Crenshaw and 80 acres al
fhe narvtheast corner of Cenltury
(Continued on Page 3)
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teach the first eight grades,

In a few years, the residents
decided they wanted a church
and so started S5t. Michael's
whose history dates back 40
years.

The first church in an enlarged

| form, now is the Vermont Ave-

nue Church of Christ, on the

epperdine college Lampus
Where the reclory now is, a
frame school was built, Eventu-
ally, it was torn down and a
stucco rectory and concretle
schpol went up, The 2-room local
extension of St. Joseph's school

was bought up by the public

school system and transferred to
what is now Ninety-fifth Street

school, Mrs., Wagner related.

On the northwest corner of the
Vermont-Manchester intersection
was then built a frame store that
housed the Clark Drug store. 1t
was replaced with a 60x130 2-

story brick building that still

stands. The Wagners aided in the

building of the Knighls of Colum- |}
bus hall at 1131 West Manchester
avenue. John Wagner hecame

known as the father of Manches-
ter Heights enuncil Knights of
Columbus,

 Another large Wagner under-
taking was erection of the 2-story

brick building at 8511-15 South
Vermont avenue, Scheinbaum’s

Dry Goods store, at that time
the only place Southsiders could
buy dry goods, was there.

The Wagners still own the
north side of Manchester ave:
hue from Vermont west to the
alley. They own the land upon
which Station H postoffice is situ-
ated, and formerly owned the
property where the J. C. Penney
‘store is today.

On the southeast corner of the
V-M intersection, for years syno-
nymous with Henderson's Mark-
et, at one time was a 2-acre lake
or mudhole, as Mrs., Wagner pre-

[ fers to call it, on which young-

sters putl rafts.




