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Mrs. Anna Wagner Recalls
> “-"owl'h 0f V-M Dlsiru:t

. When Western avenue was a cow path . « . when all
]a,nd south of Pico was farm land . . . and it took an hou
'|to ride into town by horse and buggy if the roads wer

good, Anna M. Herberger came to the Southwest.

Thal was in 1887, two years be-®

fore she married John Wagner, Al
thal time orange orchatrds spotted
landscape at 'Thirtieth and
Main gtreets and much of the

| population of Los Angeles lived in

temporary tents. v

Settling down on a farm land
consisting of 90 acres at Manchey-
ter and Western avenues, given Lo
them by Wagner's father, Michael
Wagner, the young couple started

{|buflding what now ls known as
| The Great Southweat.

By 1892, they had added 160
acres to the original 90. Twelve
children, all still living, were born
to the couple; Mrs, Amanda Ronk,
Sister Viviana now In a convenl,
Otte Wagner, Irene M. Homan, Joe
M, Wagner, Anna V. Casper, Peler
Wagner, Martha K. Funk, Cecilia
M. Gul]edg_e, Lieo Wagner, John Al
Wagner, and Adalalde A. Wagner.
All were horn al the old home site
at Western and Manchester.

Bl living in the Southwest are
Joe Wagner, 1102 West Bighty-
fifth street; Mrs, Ronk, 1625 West

1]107th street; Otio H. Wagner, 8027

Byrd avenue: Adalalde Wagner,
living with her mother at the pres-
ent home, 1100 West Eighty-fifth
astreeft; and Anna Casper, at Highty-

i |ninth street and Van Ness avenue,

Mrs. Wagner, living in one
of the Southwest's most heantiful
‘homes at 1100 West Eighty-fifth

gtreet since 1926, can

Manchester huginess diatrict:

“There was a train track on Ver- |
mant avenue going to the beaches. |

I guess it would be ealled a train
track although it was known as
a ‘dummy line' then., There wag a
frain stop at Vermont and Man-
chester avenues, and the distriet
grew around that”

Recalling the days when!
three older children had to 2
Twelfth street to school, Mrg, ¥
ner told of the atart of b
ael's church and school.

“We decided, that s the ofvners
of the farm land around here, that
we should build our
That was 38 vears ago. John and
his two brothers, George and Mich-
ael Wagner, were Instrumental in
building  the school and church,
They suggested naming it St, Mich-
ael's in remémbrance of their fath-
er, Michael Wagner, After the
compeltion, mass was said,

he

e
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started. Thirty-five children then
were in school.”

. When asked how it felt to watch

a city grow from a small eolony

into one of the world's largest
citiog, Muys, Wagner sald, “I guesas
I alwaya wasg too busy caring for

(Continued on Page 2)

recall il:‘I;m-J‘
atart of the growing Vermont-i

own school |

and|
the church now still standing was|

HERI'S MORE ABOUT

WAGNER FAMILY

(Continued from Page 1)

my  children and improving the
Southwest to notice it. But the
Southwest has just started to
grow. In another 50 years it will
be almost unrecognizable,

&till eontinuing on the old home
gite at Western and Manchester
avenues, where the Wagners lived
until moving to Eighty-fifth street
10 years ago, are Otto and Joe
Wagner, who have ‘& ga.fl- station
at the corner.

Moet of the 150 acres n.L Ver-
mont and Manchester avenues were
disposed of In 1822 when the land
wag gubdivided,

In recalling the old days, Mrs.
Wagner remarked that few people
fwould remember when the May

company was called the '"Peoples|

Store” and was located at Temple
and Spring streets.

ing. the presen{ name:

Also recalled were tHe" T&‘i’)ﬁhﬁne ;

gardens covering part of what mow
iz termed the Bouthwest . o and
Strawhberry park, although, as Mrs,

atrawberry."” _
John Wagner, who died In 1934,
was affiliated with the State bank

Third, degree,

8t. Joseph's church, downtown,
which was reached by horse and
buggy in an hour if ‘“the roads
weren't too wet and it was a gond
d&}"-"

Still to carry on the Wagner
name are 20 grandchildren, two
of whom are in lhe service, Jack
E. Wagner and Dick Wagner, sgons
of Otto Wagner,

Anna and John Wagner helped
build the Southwest, watching
farms subdivided, saw homes go-
ing up, and Dbusiness districis
apring out of nowhere, Many years
they worked te make the BSouth-
west what it is today, and it is
people like them that will go down
in , history aas the builders of a
great mation . |
small corner of America and mold-
ing il inta = thriving. and baatti-

ful eity,

1t then was
called "Hamhurgara” befure receiv—-

Wagner put it, “I never did see a

and in the Knights of Columbus,

The Wagners were married in|

. laking their]
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